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the Church from without/   The Bishop of Bir-
mingham repudiated the sovereignty of the State
outside the temporal sphere in no less uncom-
promising  fashion.    'The   Church/  he   said,18*
*. . . has become  only  one  of many  religious
bodies in the State . . . and in consequence the
legislative and judicial authorities of the State
have ceased to be in any real sense . . . capable
of claiming the allegiance of churchmen in spiritual
matters.'   The attitude was that of Bishop Blom-
field in 1850.   'I rest my case/ he said,185 'on the
inherent and indefeasible right of the Church to
teach and maintain the truth by means of her
spiritual pastors and rulers, a right inherent in
her original constitution/  We are clearly .dealing
again with the notion of a perfecta societas set
over against the State.   There is no room in such
conception for that  stern Erastianism of  Sir
William Harcourt when he urged, with reference
to this controversy,186 'if there is to be such a
(national) church, it must be based upon national
authority, and the only national authority which
we recognise is that of the Crown and of Parlia-
ment.'   The very strength of such contrast is a
measure of the Tractarian achievement.
It is not a little curious that more attention
should not have been paid to the remarkable
analogy between the Oxford Movement and the
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